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HELPING TO SUSTAIN AMERICA'S LIVESTOCK PRODUCING CAPABILITIES. As
all of us in the south and southwestern United States are aware, we are entering the fourth year
of an extreme drought which has caused the lack of available forage for grazing. Some cattle
producers claim that current conditions are worse than the devastating drought of the 1950's.
Others question their ability to continue their livestock operation especially when faced with high
feed costs and low market prices.
One thing, however, is for certain and that is never in modern times have cattle
producers faced such difficult market conditions. In addition to low market prices, selling of
breeding stock would devastate genetic pools which take years to establish.
In order to assist the livestock producers stricken by the drought, I have co-sponsored
legislation to extend for one year the Emergency Livestock Feed Program that was eliminated
upon enactment of the Federal Agricultural Improvement and Reform Act of 1996, Freedom to
Farm. The bill which would allow the Secretary of Agriculture to utilize not more than $18
million will provide assistance to livestock producers whose operations are located in areas that
were approved for emergency livestock feed assistance in 1994 and 1995 and are currently
encountering drought conditions.
This legislation would provide much needed relief to drought affected cattle ranchers, and
I will be working toward its passage.
#

#

#

EMERGENCY AID FROM NOAA FOR FISHING GEAR OR VESSEL LOSS OR
DAMAGE. Commercial Gulf fishermen may now submit applications requesting compensation
for fishing gear or vessels damaged by hurricanes, floods, or their after-effects, according to the
Commerce Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
NOAA's Fisheries Disaster Program will award up to $5 million in emergency aid grants
to commercial fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico for such uninsured losses or damages occurring
from 23 August 1992 through 31 December 1995. The disaster funds are authorized by the
Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act for the purpose of assisting fishermen who suffered uninsured
losses as a direct result of fishery resource disaster.

While applications are being reviewed,

Commerce will be working to develop a program to achieve long-term benefit to the industry.
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As a result of public comments following announcement of the. current $5 million
program, revisions were made to the program to better address Gulf fishermen's needs. The
revisions increase the percentage of loss that may be compensated, raise the limits on
compensation, extend the application period, and now enable charter boat owner/operators to
participate.
Pursuant to the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act, amended in April, awards will be
granted for up to 100 percent of fishing gear or vessel repair or replacement cost, or for an
amount not to exceed $7,500. All applications must be submitted during a 120 day period which
began on 6 June, the date the fmal notice was filed in the Federal Register. Applications will
be considered on a first-come, first-served basis.
Let me know if you are interested in obtaining an application and I will be happy to
assist.
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HELPING TO DETECT BREAST CANCER. While there is no cure for breast cancer, one
of the best ways to detect breast cancer in time for appropriate treatment is breast selfexamination (BSE). However, lumps are sometimes difficult to detect because they are so small.
An aid that has been developed to increase a person's sensitivity to touch and which can

be used to aid lump detection is the Sensor Pad.

In December 1995 the Food and Drug

Administration approved the sensor pad for use. However, the FDA requires a prescription in
order for women to obtain this tool. Therefore, instead of paying $21.15 for this tool, a woman
must also pay for a physician or health clinic appointment, significantly increasing the cost.
Because I feel that women in the United States deserve easy access to this product. I have
co-sponsored legislation to allow for the direct marketing of devices such as the Sensor Pad
which aid in self-examination (no prescription needed). We should be encouraging women to
perform a monthly breast self-examination, not discouraging proper breast care through fmancial
disincentive. This legislation does that. Let me add that the Sensor Pad comes with clear,
concise directions for use and instructs women to perform BSE with and without the BSE tool.
Directions also state that breast self-examination is not a replacement for clinical breast exam
or mammography.
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